Following on from a number of reports in recent years
indicating the current aged care system as we know
it would be unsustainable into the future, the Federal
Government directed the Productivity Commission to
review of aged care in Australia.

A recent “Draft” Report by the Productivity Commission
is urging the Government to radically overhaul the aged
care sector by removing caps on residential bed numbers
and charging wealthy residents more.

In just under 40 years, there will be almost four times as
many Australians, or 3.6 million people, in need of aged
care.

In a much-anticipated draft report, the Commission
says the current aged care system is plagued by delays,
inequities and inefficiencies.

There would be a new aged care means test that would
take into account the income and assets of those in care.
The report recommends that the funds for up to 25 per
cent of the cost of a person’s care could be drawn down
from assets like homes. Those who have high wealth or
high incomes would be expected to pay more for their
care. However those on low incomes and with very few
assets would be protected as they are now.

Residents would still be expected to pay for their
accommodation cost.

Offsite Evacuation Plan _ =

An Offsite Evacuation Plan for Ray Village residential aged
care facility has been developed by our Occupational
Safety & Health Committee.

The plan has been formulated to coordinate events
should the aged care facility need to be evacuated.

As part of that process, a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) has been entered into with the Busselton and
Margaret River BaptistCare Residential Care facilities.
The MOU aims to provide a practical support and resource
sharing agreement in the event of a disaster situation
affecting any of the aged care facilities.

Building Update =

Ray Village Security
Capecare Ray Village has recently commenced an
upgrade to their site security. We currently have in place
boundary security on the beachfront via automated gate
access with authorisation granted to designated fob or
swipe card holders. These card holders reside in Abbey

Green Estate, the Independent Living Units and Capecare
staff assisting with the interests of our residents in Ray
Lodge and Cunningham Nursing Home. This security
acts as a deterrent to the public looking to access the
beach and therefore negates them passing through our
residential grounds.

The upgrade to building security is confined to Ray Lodge
and Cunningham Nursing Home. We will be able to lock all
external doors to the site after hours with access limited
to staff card holders. The system will have the capacity
to alert staff if and when any external door is opened
after hours. This will be of great benefit to residents,
residents’ family members and staff confidence knowing
that we have a safe and secure tenure of buildings. In
case of fire or emergency, these doors will automatically
release and allow for the safe egress of all.

Boxsell Administration Wing Refurbishment
Work is well on the way with the refurbishment of what
is now known as the Boxsell Administration Wing. When
completed a number of new facilities will be available,
including a new reception area, offices for community care
management staff from Strelley Grange and centralised
offices for administration. The refurbishment will also
provide new rooms for the hair dresser and Podiatrist and
an activities space and office for the OT Department. The
existing Physiotherapy room will also be upgraded.

New Day Centre and Village Centre
Planning is continuing to transfer the rest of the services
from Strelley Grange to a purpose built facility the Ray
Village site. The building will house the Day Centre
service and also contain a much needed Village Centre
for the Unit Residents. Environmental approval and
Development approval required for the work have been
received but as is usually the case these approval are
conditional. One of the conditions is a requirement for
3 months monitoring of Western Ringtail Possums prior
to any construction work commencing. Monitoring is to
be carried out by the Department of the Environment
and Conservation and construction work will commence
as soon as the WRP monitoring is completed.




