As the population of Australia ages, more facilities (and
people to work in them) will be required to provide care
for the elderly. The following facts and statistics give
an interesting cross section of what the aged care sector
looks like at present.

There are 188,991 aged care beds in Australia today.
These are operated by 1,009 organisations that run 2,749
residential Aged Care Facilities across the country. These
facilities (Nursing home and hostel) are increasingly run
by a small number of larger organisations. In fact the top
2% of organisations own 22% of all Aged Care Facilities.

It is estimated that over 150,000 people work in these
facilities across Australia.

Since the 1980’s the idea of the government funding
programmes to care for people in their own homes has
become increasingly popular. Over time new programs
have been bought on stream which has increased the
level of service available to people in their own homes.

The original government funded service is known as
Home and Community Care (HACC) which has an aim to
provide low level service to a large number of people.
This program now provides services to over 900,000
people and is funded by government by in excess of 2
billion dollars.

In more recent times a number of more intense programs
have been made available. The most popular of these
are: Community Aged Care Packages (CACP) which
provide care for people assessed as needing low or hostel
level care and Extended Aged Care at Home (EACH)
which provide care for people assessed as needing high
or nursing home level care.

These programs are run by 513 organisations who provide
packaged care for approx 55,000 people. 15% of the
organisations operate more than a 1/3 of all community
care packages.

On the local level, Capecare provides all of the previously
mentioned community and residential programs as well
as a number of others. It is your one link to South West
Aged Care.

Boxsell Wing Refurbishment

The first stage of the Boxsell wing refurbishment is now
complete with staff moving to their new accommodation
on the 19th of May. The second half of the refurbishment
is well on the way and once completed will provide vastly
improved amenities to our residents.

The new reception area at the front of the building has
made it much easier for visitors to find their way around
and will be even more valuable when our main entrance
re-opens.

The old Occupational Therapy room will be converted
to an activities area with double door access to a new
veranda and a large internal courtyard as well as an
opening through to an office. The Physio room will have
similar access to the outside. Once the refurbishment is
complete the Podiatrist and Hairdresser will be relocated
to new accommodation toward the front of the building.

We also look forward to our community care staff moving
over from Strelley Grange to join us in the refurbished
accommodation. It is planned that work will be complete
and the building occupied by August.

New Day Centre and Village Centre

Planning is proceeding well for an August start date for
construction of the Day Centre/Village centre building at
the southern end of the Ray Village site.

One of the conditions to be met prior to construction
is the monitoring of the Western Ringtail Possum
population in the area where the Centre is to be built.
This work requires fitting the animals with radio collars
and monitoring their movements in the 3 months prior
to clearing and then continuing to monitor them after
completion of construction to determine the impact of
the work.

The centre, when complete will house the day respite
service currently conducted at Strelley Grange as well
as proving a social and activity centre for our retirement
village residents.

The Strelley Grange site will be subdivided into 3 lots and
sold to help fund the construction.




